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week, to the admiration of the French and of our
Savages. Finally, they made such progress in the
space of two months, and gave such evidence of their
good will, that the Father who instructed them
deemed it advisable to confer baptism on those who
had not yet received it, and to supply the rites in the
case of the others,— which was done, to the great joy
of these good Neophytes.

From that time to the day dedicated to the
memory of the glorious saint Joseph, they prepared
themselves for Holy Communion by frequent Con-
fessions, and by such innocence and uprightness of
life that very often the Father who directed their
consciences was obliged to make them repeat sins of
their past life, to have some matter for absolution.
For, after having diligently examined themselves,
each one would say ingenuously and without vanity:
‘““For my part, I do not recollect having offended
the sovereign Master of our lives. How could we
[149] offend him here, amid so many good examples
and instructions? It is not here that the wicked Oki
dwells; it is in our villages that the Devil and sin
reign. If we could always live with you, we would
be happy, and we might hope always to retain the
innocence of our baptism. That is why we came
down here,—that we might learn from your dis-
courses and your examples to serve God. We would
have no sense, were we to offend him in the midst of
so many favors that we receive from him; for it is
he who does us all the good that you do to us.”

Throughout the Winter, they were troubled by
horrible dreams, sufficient to frighten them and to
make them relapse into their old superstitions, had
they not been steadfast in the Faith. But in this,



